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STARR STREET 


On 25 May, at 7:00 P.M., in the auditoriaum of the Public Library, New Lon- 
aon, John Plummer will give a talk on Starr St., and show some slides. He has 
done extensive research on the street and its once-lovely homes. They were 
built in the Greek revival period, or most of then, many of them by the same 
builder. This street more than almost any other in New London, deserves res= 

toration of its buildings, to be again the pleasant residential area it used 

to be. The lecture is open to the public, so do please attend and bring your 
friends. | 


DAGUERREOTYPE CLEANED 


The Society has in its possession a framed daguerreotype of a ship in the New 
London harbor. It is a rare item, for it was a complicated procedure to take 
&@ picture outdoors in the daguerreotype era, and even rarer to have a ship as 
subject. This one was so badly fumed at the top that it was impossible to 
make any attempt to identify the vessel or its owners. This lucky Society has 
a member, William Peterson, who is extremely knowledgeable on such things, 
inasmuch as that is his profession, and he offered to clean it for us. We were 
thrilled when he brought it back with the tops of its masts and the background 
of Groton Bank clearly visible again. The ship was flying the port signal of 
Perkins & Smith. Unfortunately whatever is painted on its trailboards is too 
small to magnify to legible size. We can see a break in the middle of the in- 
sciption, so we put two and two together and hope we got four and not six. A 
ship, to have its picture taken at that time, would have to have dene something — 
really noteworthy, other than bring back a load of whale oil, and that was the | 
time that the GEORGE’ HENRY brought back HMS RESOLUTE. Ergo, we are identifying 
the vessel as the bark GEORGE HENRY, with reservations. It would have had to 
have been photographed in the spring of 1856 for it had arrived home from the 
Arctic in Dec. 1855, and a very cold winter followed. The background is al- 
most as interesting as the bark, for Groton Monument shows clearly, the Smith 
house is visible behind the mizzenmast, and there is an unknown structure on 
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the brow of the Bank that we would dearly love to identify. Experts on Gro- 
ton Bank in 1855 or 6, please note, and come to the office and help us. 


A COOL DRINK FOR A HOT SUMMER 
To make raspberry, strawberry, cherry, or other such waters. 


1. Take the ripest raspberries, strain them through a linen cloth to express 
all the juice out of them. Put this in a glass bottle uncorked, and set it 
in the sun, in a stove, or before the fire, till cleared down. Then decant 
it gently into another bottle, without disturbing the faeces at the bottom. 
2. To half a pint of this juice, put a quart of common water, and a quarter 
of a pound of sugar. Beat all together, by pouring backwards and forwards 
from one vessel into another, strain it through a linen cloth, and set it to 
cool in a pail of ice. It is a fine cooling draught in the summer. 
3. Strawberries, cherries, &c. are done in the same manner. 

from Valuable Secrets, 1795. 


CIVIL WAR DIARY OF CHARLES T. HILL, Continued 


I wrote a letter this morning to mother, have been on detail this forenoon 

and have got to go on tonight to work on the Battry so we can shell fort Wag- 
enor and fort Sumter. In the Battry to work. the Fort sends over s shell now 
and then but they all go over us. we go in at 2 oclock in the morning. Lay 
still all day and see our gun Boats fire at fort Wagenor. They put the shells 
right into the fort and I think that they have hurt someone. Went out to | 
work on the Battry all night. The Rebels come down on us tonight but I think 
that they got all they Bargain for. They tuck 3 or 4 of our men and we got 

3 of thire men so we was allmost sqair with them this time. I went down to 
doctors this morning and he put me on light duty. The gun boats open on the 
Rebs on Jame Island this morning at Sun Rise. Battry B is flinging shells 
clost to our camp. This noon it rained all night. Cloucy all dey. The Re- 
bels have sheld all day and our gun Boats have replide to them. The shells 
have hummed all day. I think they will open on them tomorrow morning. We 
have got to go up to the Battry tonight. It ant very pretty music. Open on 
for Wagenor this morning at 10 oclock with the land Battrys and the fleet. 

We got releived at half past 10 and went into camp and got our dinner and | 
come out again. We lay back from the Battry till Sun Set then we mad a Charggeé 
on the fort with the Niger Regiment in the front. They broke and run. We 
mounted the Work and held one corner till 10 and then Surrenders as prisners 

of War. 
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The Rebs tuck us to Charleston. We got to Charleston at day light this morn- — 
ing and marched to the jale and stade in thire till night then they let us out | 
in the yard about one hour then they locked us up for the night without any- — 
thing to eat. Thire is about 110 all togeather, 6 officers. They tuck 20 

more men while they was under a flag of truce. Still in jale. We was out 
about two hours and then was locked up again. They give us some corn meal 
boild just as they would for hogs. They give us some fresh Beef without salt 
We sign our perools this afternoon and I hope that we shall leave heare soon. 
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r. started for Richmon this morning. They did not let cuss have enything to 
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eat. it is a fine country. Roade all day. I found 10 dollars of the Rebs 
money. It is hard to ride and not have enything to eat. We got into Clumbia 


at half pas 6 and marched up to the jale for the night. They give us one hard 
tack. 


Clumbia, S.C. In jale this morning they give us some ham and corn bread for 
our breakfast. They let us out 3 times in a day. I feel losome, now I em 
awey from friends and home and a prisenor. It &s hot to be shut up in a clost 
room this warm wether. Oh how I should like to get home once more but I am 
thankfull that I am spard while so meny fell on that bloody field that night. 
In jale yet and long to be set free to roam in the open air once more. It is 

a hard thing to be deprived of ones libity but sutch is the Rule of war. We 
have had fresh meat twice today with corn bread. There is about 97 of us shut 
up heare togeather. Thire is 7 officers downstars shut up the same as we are. 
That was an awfull Charge and it was made in the dark. The men fell like Dew 
below the sun. Still in jale. Warm and plesent. We hed some fresh meat and 
corn bread for breckfust about 11 oclotck in the morning, quite late in the 
day. They let us out 4 or 5 times a day now. The Captain told us this after- 
noon that we should start for Richmon in the morning. It is 400 miles from 
heare. We had fresh meat and cornbread and rice for supper about 5 oclock at 
night. We did not start for Richmon this morning as they said we would but 
they keep us shut up still and feed us on corn bread and ham and rice and that 
they give us at 11 in the morning and at 4 clock rice and shugar. I suppose 
that was to let us know that they had some. They are hard up. Thire is some 
pretty girls heare in Clombia. Today is Sunday but it don't seame mutch like 
Sunday at home for we cannot see enything. Oh how I wish that I was to home 
where I could go to meeting and be at libity once more so that I could go out 
when I like to and come in when I get Redy. They give us some corn bread and 
bacon this morning and some corn bread and rice and shuger to night about 4 
oclock. We we are heare in jale yet and I don't see as thire is eny sign of 
our leaving yet, but they say that they think we shall go tomorrow morning, 
but they have said so so many times that I don't bleave them. The boys that 
was left to take care of the Wounded come this morning, 19 in number. The 
Wounded was all exchange to Charleston. I hope they will get us out of heare 
for it is hard to be shut up in such a hole as this is. my friends don't 
know but what I am dead. it makes me feel bad to think that mother will weep 
for me thinking that Charley is no more. I shall write as soon as I get into 
our lines so they will know where I am. Another day has come and gorn and 

I am still in prison for nothing but fighting for the right but it is all for 
my Country and its rights, for home and libity. God will defent the right 

and then we shall be happy and free once more when peace shall raign over the 
land. I spent two years away from friends and home and now I should like to 
go home and rest from war and its commotions. They give us prisenors a chance 
to write to our friends today and I wrote to Luther. I wish that I had wrote 
to home to mother, but they ask so mutch for thire paper that I could not and 
I had ne money to get eny with. One of the boys give me part of a sheat so I 
wrote to Luther and told him to write to mother. They don't alow us to write 
mutch at a time but I shall try to write home in a few days. 


Another mount has come and I am still a prisenor of War and am at Clumbia in 
the jale deprived of my freedom. It is a hard thing to be shut up for nothing 
but thire is one comfort. They let us write'to our friends so I wrote a let- 


ter to mother and now I feel beter for they will know that I am alive and well. 
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It is very warm heare in the day time. They let us out into the yard to get 
eur grub. Sunday has come bright and cleare. The chaplain of the tenth Conn, 
Voll come upstairs and preached to us and it seamed like home to heare the 
Word of God on the Sabert day. The boys all liSend to every word with intrest 
and after he had gone, they begun to sing. Thire was a large fire tonight. 
The coten house was burnt. It was full of coten to the mount of 40,000 dol- 
lars.Quite a lose to them. Thire is no sign of our leaving this place yet 
and it is hard telling how Long they meane to keep us heare. I have got ti- 
red 6f this kind of life. We have to lay on the floor, nothing to lay on - 
lice and bedbugs are plenty, the room is full of them. It is worse than Camp 
life. The lice are so thick that we can pick them up on the floor. The 
guards are kind to us and when thire officers are not round they tell us how 
hard they are used and some of them would be glad to see our Army ceming this 
way. (to be continued) 


ACCESSIONS 


Tryon's Raid on Danbury, comp. by James R. Case, reprint 1977 - Gift of J.R. 
Case. 

Long Island is my Nation. The Decorative Arts & Craftsmen, 1640-1830, by 
Dean F. Failey, 1976 = Bought by Society 

Night stand - Gift of Mrs. Thomas Troland 

The Daily Star, bd. vol,, 1853-54 0 Bought by Society 


Curator - Mrs. Adam L. Knox phone: 443-1209 
Resident Custodian - Mrs. Christine Morel | 
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